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This document refers to the EU Taxonomy requirements as they stand at the 
moment. However, it is expected that more of these requirements would be 
further developed over the following months.
Note that this document tracks the alignment and relevance of the Living 
Building ChallengeSM 4.0 (LBC) and the Core Green Building CertificationSM 
standards in comparison to the EU Taxonomy. With the understanding that 
project teams will need to adopt eventually the Taxonomy requirements, 
we thought this document will help them explore the extent of these 
requirements and also present how the programmes developed by the 
International Living Future Institute (ILFI) and promoted in Europe by Living 
Future Europe (LFE) can help towards a smoother transition. We recognise 
that this can be a challenging process as each company may need to adapt 
to different requirements, depending always on the nature of their economic 
activities. 
The guidance provided in this document is a summary of an initial screening 
that LFE initiated to help you understand the newly introduced EU Taxonomy 
requirements.
LBC is a methodology, a way of creating truly regenerative communities 
that are socially just, culturally rich, and ecological restorative. One of the 
activities of the LFE Technical Advisory Group (TAG) group is to develop 
crosswalk documents on ILFI programs and standards or policies relevant 
to the European market. The goal of this document is to demonstrate how 
the LBC and Core frameworks can be seen as a pathway to a safe transition 
towards a climate neutral economy.
The comparison table aims to bring both LBC/Core and the EU Taxonomy 
requirements and assess the level of their alignment. The EU Taxonomy and 
the LBC/Core protocols have a different approach; nevertheless, the authors 
highlighted how a greater alignment among requirements can be achieved. 
The comparison table looks at the EU taxonomy requirements that would be 
met by completing the requirements of LBC and/or Core certification. It also 
notes what additional documentation would be needed to demonstrate EU 
Taxonomy compliance.
The information contained in this document is of a summary nature and 
intended to highlight the relationship between the Living Building Challenge 
4.0 (LBC 4.0) and Core Green Building Certification (Core), and the EU 
Taxonomy, rather than provide a comprehensive detailing of requirements, 
processes, or a guaranteed pathway to compliance. Links to the LBC 4.0, 
Core and the complete EU taxonomy requirements are provided in the 
References part.

How to read this document
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Today, more than ever, the concept of Sustainability and the achievement 

of sustainable development by the human community are relevant issues 

on the agenda in national, European, and extra-European policies. Several 

commitments have been set at international and European political levels 

to push towards a more sustainable economy. The UN Agenda 2030 with 17 

Sustainable Development Goals, the European Green deal, and the European 

Plan for Circular economy are examples of instruments to drive countries, 

communities, and companies towards a sustainable world. 

However, at an industrial level, sustainability has been often considered 

irrelevant and expensive and budgets are often a big obstacle to 

implementation in a systematic way. In 2018, the European Commission 

(EC) started an important initiative as part of the European Green Deal, as it 

mentioned in the EC´s website “In order to meet the EU’s climate and energy 

targets for 2030 and reach the objectives of the European green deal, it is 

vital that we direct investments towards sustainable projects and activities”. 

The EU Taxonomy is the instrument to answer to this need, indeed it 

introduces a classification system to identify those economic activities which 

can substantially contribute to at least one of the six main environmental 

objectives, do no significant harm to the other five, and meet the minimum 

social safeguard criteria. Those activities which can meet all three conditions 

are defined as EU Taxonomy aligned and will be specifically supported by 

green bonds and other capital which the investor and banks are obliged 

to make available according to the EU regulation. In this way, the EU 

Taxonomy should create security for investors, protect private investors from 

greenwashing, help companies to become more climate-friendly, mitigate 

market fragmentation, and help shift investments to where they are most 

needed.

The Taxonomy Regulation (EU) 2020/852 was published officially on 22 June 

2020 and it clearly defines the structure and framework of the EU Taxonomy 

as well as the role of the European Platform in ultimately developing the 

criteria that economic activities must meet, in order to demonstrate their 

alignment with the Taxonomy. The Regulation explains the framework, but not 

yet the criteria. For those, delegated acts are needed. 

A first delegated act (DA) to define sustainable activities for climate change 

adaptation and mitigation objectives was published in the Official Journal on 

9 December 2021 and has been applicable since January 2022. The criteria 

in the 1st DA were developed by the Technical Expert Group and the second 

delegated act for the remaining objectives (the sustainable use and protection 

of water and marine resources, the transition to a circular economy, pollution 

prevention and control, and the protection and restoration of biodiversity 

and ecosystems) will be published in 2022 as result of the work done by the 

first European Platform for Sustainable Finance. The criteria used in the EU 

Taxonomy are based on scientific evidence and on the expertise of several 

stakeholders involved in the development process. Several efforts have 

been undertaken by the European Platform for Sustainable Development to 

integrate into the EU taxonomy criteria, all tools, directives, and measurements 

already accepted by the international scientific communities. 

However, because it is clear that the EU Taxonomy is a new framework with a 

complex structure, it is more than important that the structure and criteria are 

used and integrated with practical tools to make its implementation easier and 

not expensive in terms of economic and human resources. 

The Living Building Challenge as a Path to the EU Taxonomy represents an 

important contribution in supporting the utilization of the EU taxonomy by 

linking other instruments and indicators that are already in use to the EU 

taxonomy. 

by Professor Marzia Traverso, Rapporteur for the EU Platform for Sustainable 

Finance Technical Working group, Director of the Institute of Sustainability in 

Civil Engineering at RWTH Aachen University.

Foreword
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Living Future Europe (LFE) is a non-profit association with the mission 

to make the world work for 100% of humanity, in the shortest possible 

time, through spontaneous cooperation without ecological offence or 

disadvantage of anyone, catalysing the transformation toward communities 

that are socially just, culturally rich, and ecologically restorative.

 

LFE is playing an active role in championing the International Living 

Future Institute programs in Europe, focusing on educating and assisting a 

broader audience of interested practitioners on how to build Living Building 

Challenge projects and help spur demand for healthy, transparent materials 

and Declare and Living Products.

The International Living Future Institute (ILFI) is a non-profit US-based 

organization working towards a society that is socially just, culturally rich, 

and ecologically restorative. As part of this work, it administers and evolves 

a number of sustainable building standards, including LBC and the Core 

Green Building Standard (Core). Both standards forward a holistic vision 

of sustainability, and using principles of social and environmental justice, 

both push for an urban environment free of fossil fuels, a key strategy in 

countering climate change.

About Living Future Europe

The Living Building ChallengeSM (LBC) is the world’s most rigorous 

standard for green buildings. Living Buildings strive for net-zero or 

net-positive energy, are free of toxic chemicals, and lower their energy 

footprint many times below the generic commercial structure.

The Core Green Building CertificationSM (Core) seeks to rapidly diminish 

the gap between the highest levels of established green building 

certification programs and the aspirations of the Living Building 

Challenge. Regardless of the size or location of the project, Core 

simplifies the complexity contained within our current understanding of 

how we define a ‘green building.’

LFE relies on a network of volunteers in Europe, including the Living Future 

Accredited professionals.

The LFE Technical Advisory Group (TAG) includes selected passionate 

experts from all over Europe and is working on analysing, comparing, and 

producing documents & reports on:

• specific regional standard changes for the adoption of ILFI certification

• crosswalk documents on ILFI programs and other standards or policies 

relevant to the Europe

• harmonisation between ILFI programs and the existing / in progress 

regulations at a European or National level
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THE LIVING BUILDING CHALLENGE CONSISTS OF SEVEN PERFORMANCE 
CATEGORIES, OR “PETALS”: PLACE, WATER, ENERGY, HEALTH + 
HAPPINESS, MATERIALS, EQUITY AND BEAUTY.

Each Petal is subdivided into Imperatives, for a total of twenty Imperatives in 

the Challenge. The Imperatives can be applied to almost every conceivable 

building project, of any scale and any location—be it a new building or an 

existing structure.

Many of the Imperatives have temporary exceptions to acknowledge current 

market limitations. These are listed in the Petal Handbooks, which should 

be consulted for the most up-to-date rulings. Temporary exceptions will be 

modified or removed as the market changes. 

The program is an all-inclusive tool for thought transformation, resulting in 

envisioning a future that is Socially Just, Culturally Rich, and Ecologically 

Restorative. 

As humans evolved, the “barrier” between people and nature grew apart to 

levels dangerous for our planet. The challenge aims to diminish this barrier 

and create a standard mentality of including nature in our everyday lives. 

It is believed that there are about a dozen years left to reshape humanity’s 

relationship with nature entirely, as well as to realign our ecological footprint 

to meet the range limit of the planet’s carrying capacity. 

The Living Building Challenge is a vision which aims to achieve a regenerative 

future. The challenge tackles the current paradigms and strives to raise the 

bar on standard sustainability practices in the construction industry, for a 

Living Future – a future promoting efficiency, restoration, and beauty. 

LBC 4.0 focuses on the relationship between impact and effort. While LBC 

4.0 continues the standard’s mission of visionary, but attainable building 

goals, it also recognizes that not all projects face the same challenges or 

share in the same opportunities. Regenerative design should be attainable 

to everyone, everywhere. With 4.0, we are creating a streamlined approach 

focused on maximising positive impacts specific to the place, community, 

and culture of the project. 

 

LBC 4.0 is a performance-based standard, which means that projects 

are certified after 12 months of operational data prove that their actual 

performance meets certification standards.

The LIVING BUILDING CHALLENGE is an ever-evolving program shaped by 

the incredible experiences of our project teams as they continually break new 

ground. Over time, feedback from a diverse array of stakeholders actively 

using the challenge helps us understand how to refine and improve the 

program to have the greatest impacts.

More information on LBC 4.0 can be found on ILFI’s official page: 

Living Building Challenge - International Living Future Institute 

The Living Building Challenge (LBC 4.0)

What if every single act of design and construction made the world a better 

place?

The Living Building Challenge (LBC) is a philosophy, certification, and 

advocacy tool for projects to move beyond merely being less bad and to 

become truly regenerative.

https://living-future.org/lbc/
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The CORE GREEN BUILDING CERTIFICATIONSM (Core) is a simple framework 

that outlines the 10 best practice achievements that a building must obtain 

to be considered a green or sustainable building. It puts the connection 

to nature, equity, and the need for a building to be loved on even footing 

with the typical water, energy, and materials concerns. CORE seeks to 

rapidly diminish the gap between the highest levels of established green 

building certification programs and the aspirations of the LIVING BUILDING 

CHALLENGE.

The Core Green Building Certification is simple and easy to use: there are ten 

simple Imperatives that must be met for any type of project, at any scale, in 

any location around the world.

Core is decidedly not a checklist—the requirements are performance-based, 

and position demonstrated best practice as an indicator of success.

Core Green Building Certified projects come in all shapes and sizes and 

consist of both new construction and renovation projects— including historic 

preservation. If you can imagine it, then it can likely be a Core project 

given the right application of strategies, technologies, and imagination. 

Requirements can vary based on project context and conditions, but the 

intent of each Imperative remains the same, regardless of project type.

Projects that achieve Core certification can claim to be role models in their 

communities for redefining the future of the built environment.

More information on CORE can be found on ILFI’s official page: 

https://living-future.org/core

Core Green Building Certification (Core)

The Living Building Challenge and Core Green Building certification is 

versatile and applies to different project scopes, or Typologies. There are 

three Typologies, and teams must identify the one that aligns with the 

project’s scope to determine which requirements apply.

LBC 4.0 and Core

NEW BUILDING: this Typology is for any project that encompasses the 

construction of a new building.

EXISTING BUILDING: this Typology is for any project that alters either the 

envelope or the major systems of a building.

INTERIOR: this Typology is for any project that does not alter either the envelope 

or the major systems of a building.

For Core Certification, all ten Imperatives must be achieved for new construction. 

However, some Imperatives are excluded for other types of projects per the chart 

below. 

In the Summary Matrix below you can see on the left-hand side column all seven 

Petals that are required to achieve LBC 4.0 project depending on the typology 

of the project. Each Petal consists of Imperatives. The Imperatives in essence 

determine if the project will be listed as LBC 4.0 or Core.

For example, if a project is pursuing the LBC 4.0 certification it means that the 

project team will need to achieve the 10 Core Imperatives plus the remaining 10 

Imperatives shown in the table below.

Image: the International Living Future Institute
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What is the EU Taxonomy? 

The National Recovery & Resilience plans for all member states, one way or 

the other, are to make reforms and investments related to the reduction of 

CO2 emissions and the achievement of a climate neutral economy.

Therefore, the EU Taxonomy,

EU Taxonomy includes economic activities in sectors that are responsible for 

over 90% of the emission in the EU.

Which investment/economic activity is defined by Taxonomy as sustainable?

Article 3 of the EU taxonomy sets out the environmental sustainability 

criteria for economic activities. An economic activity will be deemed to be 

sustainable when:

The first two environmental objectives are described by Articles 10 and 11 of 

the EU taxonomy (EU2020 / 852) and refer to Climate Mitigation and Climate 

Adaptation.

EU Taxonomy

• translates EU goals for climate neutral economy through specific 

economic activities.

• encourages investments towards “Low Carbon” solutions.

• defines the requirements for an investment as per the EU Green Deal.

• shows the transition of Banking towards climate neutral investments 

and of financial products targeting consumers.

• becomes a “vehicle” for the design of EU Green Bonds.

• supports companies to plan their safe transition to a climate neutral 

economy but also safeguard investors from GREEN WASHING 

practises.
PLATFORM ON
SUSTAINABLE FINANCE

Wide emissions and economic coverage
First set of activities (draft Delegated act that covers climate change mitigation and adaptation objectives)

Activites were 
prioritized as these 

sectors are 
responsible 

FOR OVER 
90% 

of direct greenhouse 
gas emissions in the 

EU

ICT

Buildings
New, existing and 
renovations
Supply chain / SMEs

Manufacturing
Transition
Components
Aluminium, Steel, 
Concrete, Plastics

Electricity generation
Solar, wind, geothermal, 

hydro, Gas only if with CCS 
Storage, transmission

Transport
Very low emissions, to zero 

tailpipe by 2025: electric, 
hydrogen

Agriculture, forestry 
Maintaining carbon

Improving carbon 
performance

Best practice farming

Energy efficiency, adaptation

13
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What is the EU Taxonomy? 
 
 

AT A GLANCE 
The EU Taxonomy is a tool to help investors, companies, 
issuers and project promoters navigate the transition to a 
low-carbon, resilient and resource-efficient economy. 

 
The Taxonomy sets performance thresholds (referred to as 
‘technical screening criteria’) for economic activities which: 

 
• make a substantive contribution to one of six 

environmental objectives (Figure 1); 
 

• do no significant harm (DNSH) to the other five, where 
relevant; 

 
• meet minimum safeguards (e.g., OECD Guidelines on 

Multinational Enterprises and the UN Guiding Principles 
on Business and Human Rights). 

 
The performance thresholds will help companies, project 
promoters and issuers access green financing to improve 
their environmental performance, as well as helping to 
identify which activities are already environmentally friendly. 
In doing so, it will help to grow low-carbon sectors and 
decarbonise high-carbon ones. 

 
The EU Taxonomy is one of the most significant 
developments in sustainable finance and will have wide 
ranging implications for investors and issuers working in the 
EU, and beyond. 

 
 
 
 
 

Substantially 
contribute 

to at least one of the six 
environmental objectives 

as defined in 
the Regulation 

Do no 
significant harm 
to any of the other five 

environmental objectives 
as defined in the proposed 

Regulation 

 
Comply with 

minimum 
safeguards 

 
Climate change mitigation 

 
Climate change adaptation 

 
sustainable and protection of 

water and marine resources; 

 
transition to a circular economy 

 
pollution prevention and control; 

 
protection and restoration of 
biodiversity and ecosystems. 

 

No idea ☹ 

Image: ‘Taxonomy: Final report of the Technical Expert Group on Sustainable Finance’

Image: EU Platform on Sustainable Finance
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What are the economic activities that are related to the construction and real 

estate sector?

The taxonomy distinguishes seven ‘economic activities’ that are designed to 

be relevant to most real estate market participants. This report will focus on 

three economic activities:

How does it work?

These companies will need to follow the outlined procedure below:

• First check is performed to identify whether an economic activity has a 

“Substantial Contribution”.

• Verification of Technical Criteria is required:

Does the EU Taxonomy connect with other EU financial tools?

Taxonomy has also been linked to other EU tools such as:

1. Climate mitigation.

2. Climate adjustment.

3. Water.

4. Circular economy.

5. Pollution prevention.

6. Biodiversity.

• EU Ecolabel for financial products.

• EU Green Bond Standard

• EU Climate Benchmark Regulation.

• Verification of the DNSH criteria.

• Compliance with agreed minimum social criteria.

• Calculation of the percentage of turnover and expenses which are in 

accordance with Taxonomy.

• Construction of new buildings

• Renovation of existing building

• Acquisition and ownership of buildings

The goals of the EU Taxonomy are to categorise the economic activities 

that contribute positively to the climate goals, provide incentives for green 

investments, and protect investors from “GREEN WASHING” practices.

In this section, the comparison table aims to highlight areas of alignment 

between the EU Taxonomy, LBC 4.0, and Core. The table starts with the left-

hand side columns which outlines the technical Screening Criteria (TSC), 

then it shows the relevant Imperatives from LBC 4.0 and Core requirements. 

The last column of the comparison table is the “Alignment” column which 

includes comments on the compatibility between the documents and also 

highlights areas of requirements that substantiation is specific and driven by 

EU Taxonomy.

Construction of new 

buildings

Renovation of existing 

buildings

Installation, maintenance 

and repair of energy 

efficiency equipment

Installation, maintenance 

and repair of charging 

stations for electric 

vehicles in buildings 

(and parking spaces 

attached to buildings)

Installation, 

maintenance and 

repair of instruments 

and devices for 

measuring, regulation 

and controlling energy 

performance of 

buildings

Installation, maintenance 

and repair of renewable 

energy technologies

Acquisition and 

ownership of buildings

Climate 

Mitigation

Climate 

adaptation Water

Circular 

economy

Pollution 

prevention Biodiversity

Substantially 

Contribute

Do not Significant Harm (DNSH)Economic Activities 

related to the 

construction and real 

estate sector

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x



18 19

Comparison table between EU Taxonomy and LBC 4.0

Nr. Technical Screening 
Criteria (TSC)
Construction of new 
buildings

LBC 4.0 Petal 
Handbooks 
[January 2022]

Alignment

1.1 The Primary Energy 

Demand (PED), defining the 

energy performance of the 

building resulting from the 

construction, is at least 10 % 

lower than the threshold set 

for the nearly zero-energy 

building (NZEB) requirements 

in national measures 

implementing Directive 

2010/31/EU of the European 

Parliament and of the Council. 

The energy performance 

is certified using an as 

built Energy Performance 

Certificate (EPC).

Note: The NZEB standard 

applies to all new buildings 

occupied after the 31st of 

December 2020.

I07- Energy + Carbon 

Reduction (Core Imperative):

All projects must achieve 

a reduction in total net 

annual energy consumption 

(after accounting for on-

site renewable power), as 

compared to a typical existing 

building with comparable 

climate, size, use and 

occupancy (70% reduction 

from an equivalent building 

baseline).

 

 I08- Net Positive Carbon: 

All projects must supply one 

hundred and five percent of 

their project’s energy needs 

through on-site renewable 

energy on a net annual basis, 

without the use of combustion.

Core Imperative I07 and LBC 

4.0 Imperative I08 use a 

different approach:

The EU Taxonomy is based on 

the Primary Energy Demand 

(PED) as an indicator for 

the energy performance 

calculation of building; Core 

Imperative I07 sets the total 

net onsite annual energy 

consumption as the basis for 

measurements.

• EU Taxonomy

Primary Energy Demand: 10% 

lower than an NZEB

• Core Imperative I07 

Onsite Energy Consumption: 

70% lower than an equivalent 

building.

Under LBC 4.0, both Core 

Imperative I07 and LBC 

4.0 Imperative I08 must 

be achieved. Therefore, a 

building that achieves LBC 

certification will presumably 

be an NZEB, having achieved 

a 70% reduction of its energy 

demand (relative to a US 

benchmark) and supplying 

105% of its energy needs 

through renewable energy.

Please provide additional 

documentation for LBC 4.0 

and Core: 

• Primary Energy Demand that 

is 10% below NZEB Standard.

1.2 For buildings larger than 

5,000 m2, upon completion, 

the building resulting from the 

construction undergoes testing 

for airtightness and thermal 

integrity, and any deviation in 

the levels of performance set 

at the design stage or defects 

in the building envelope are 

disclosed to investors and 

clients. As an alternative, 

where robust and traceable 

quality control processes are in 

place during the construction 

process this is acceptable 

as an alternative to thermal 

integrity testing.

Please provide testing for 

airtightness and thermal 

integrity for LBC 4.0 and Core. 

The testing is carried out in 

accordance with EN13187 

and EN 13829 or equivalent 

standards accepted by the 

respective building control 

body where the building is 

located:

• Blower door test (differential 

pressure measurement 

according to DIN EN 13829/ 

EN ISO 9972)

• Thermographic measurement 

(according to DIN EN 13187 or 

ISO 6781)

LBC 4.0 and Core 

requirements don’t explicitly 

address air tightness or heat 

loss but in some countries, 

these criteria must be 

achieved by law.

1.3 For buildings larger than 

5,000 m2, the life-cycle Global 

Warming Potential (GWP) of 

the building resulting from 

the construction has been 

calculated for each stage in 

the life cycle and is disclosed 

to investors and clients on 

demand.

I07- Energy + Carbon 

Reduction (Core Imperative):

New or Existing Building 

projects must demonstrate 

a 20% reduction in the 

embodied carbon of primary 

materials compared to an 

equivalent baseline. Existing 

Buildings may count in-situ 

materials against the required 

twenty percent.

 

I08- Net Positive Carbon:

All projects must account for 

the total embodied carbon 

emissions (tCO2e) from 

construction (including the 

energy consumed during 

construction), through

Core Imperative I07 and 

LBC 4.0 Imperative I08 are 

aligned with the EU Taxonomy. 

However, while LBC 4.0 

Imperative I08 requires a 

whole building LCA, Core 

Imperative I07 requires only 

an analysis of primary building 

materials (the foundation, 

structure, and enclosure).

Where a national calculation 

tool exists or is required for 

making disclosures or for 

obtaining building permits, 

the respective tool may be 

used to provide the required 

disclosure.

1 Substantial Contributing to climate mitigation
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the utilisation of carbon-

sequestering materials and/

or through a one-time carbon 

offset purchase through an 

ILFI-approved carbon offset 

provider.

Other calculation tools may 

be used if they fulfil the 

minimum criteria laid down 

by the Level(s) common EU 

framework.

The indicator is measured 

according to the Global 

Warming Potential (GWP) of 

the greenhouse gases emitted. 

The unit of measurement is 

kg CO2 equivalents per m2 

useful internal floor area for a 

reference study period of 50 

years. The results are to be 

reported for each life cycle 

stage, of which there are four – 

production (A), use (B), end of 

life (C) and additional benefits 

and loads (D).

The system boundary is ‘cradle 

to grave’ as defined by EN 

15978, i.e., from the production 

of building materials to the 

end of the building’s useful 

life and the subsequent 

demolition and recovery of the 

building materials.

2.1 The physical climate risks 

that are material to the 

activity have been identified 

from those listed in the table 

in Section II of Appendix 

A by performing a robust 

climate risk and vulnerability 

assessment with the following 

steps:

(a)  screening of the activity to 

identify which physical climate 

risks from the list in Section II 

of Appendix A may affect the 

performance of the economic 

activity during its expected 

lifetime;

(b)  where the activity is 

assessed to be at risk from 

one or more of the physical 

climate risks listed in Section II 

of Appendix A, a climate risk 

and vulnerability assessment 

to assess the materiality of the 

physical climate risks on the 

economic activity;

(c) an assessment of 

adaptation solutions that can 

reduce the identified physical 

climate risk.

I05- Responsible Water Use 

(Core Imperative): 

All projects must treat all 

stormwater on site, through 

natural or mechanical means 

and without chemicals, and 

manage all stormwater based 

on pre-development hydrology 

and current ecological 

conditions, as determined by a 

qualified professional.

 

I06- Net Positive Water:

All projects must incorporate 

a resilience strategy to provide 

drinking water for at least a 

week for all regular building 

occupants through water 

storage onsite.

 

I08- Net Positive Carbon:

All projects must develop 

and incorporate a resilience 

strategy to allow the building 

to be habitable for one week, 

or otherwise participate 

in support for the local 

community in a disaster, 

through the use of batteries, 

storage etc.

Core Imperative I05 and LBC 

4.0 Imperative I06 use a 

different approach, and they 

are partially aligned with the 

EU Taxonomy.

The overall idea is that LBC 4.0 

and Core buildings are resilient 

by definition. The intent of the 

resiliency requirement in LBC 

4.0 is not only to maintain 

some of the building’s 

programmatic functionality 

during power outages, but 

also to enable Living Buildings 

to serve as hubs of resiliency 

for their communities in times 

of crisis.

Please provide additional 

documentations for LBC 4.0 

and Core:

• Screening of probability of 

occurrence of the climate risks 

that are listed in the Appendix 

A of the Taxonomy (For 

instance: temperature; wind; 

water and solid mass related, 

etc.)

2 DNSH Climate Change Adaptation 
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2.2 The climate risk and 

vulnerability assessment is 

proportionate to the scale of 

the activity and its expected 

lifespan, such that:

(a)  for activities with an 

expected lifespan of less than 

10 years, the assessment is 

performed, at least by using 

climate projections at the 

smallest appropriate scale;

(b) for all other activities, 

the assessment is performed 

using the highest available 

resolution, state-of-the-art 

climate projections across 

the existing range of future 

scenarios consistent with 

the expected lifetime of 

the activity, including, at 

least, 10 to 30 year climate 

projections scenarios for major 

investments.

Please provide additional 

documentation for LBC 4.0 

and Core:

• Climate risk and vulnerability 

assessments that are 

performed with future climate 

projections.

2.3 For existing activities and 

new activities using existing 

physical assets, the economic 

operator implements physical 

and non-physical solutions 

(‘adaptation solutions’), over 

a period of time of up to five 

years, that reduce the most 

important identified physical 

climate risks that are material 

to that activity. An adaptation 

plan for the implementation 

of those solutions is drawn up 

accordingly.

I05- Responsible Water Use 

(Core Imperative):  

All projects must treat all 

stormwater on site, through 

natural or mechanical means 

and without chemicals, and 

manage all stormwater based 

on both pre-development 

hydrology and current 

ecological conditions, as 

determined by a qualified 

professional.

I08- Net Positive Carbon: 

All projects must develop 

and incorporate a resilience 

strategy to allow the building 

to be habitable for one week, 

or otherwise participate in 

support for the local 

Please provide additional 

documentation for LBC 4.0 

and Core:

• Physical and non-physical 

solutions to reduce climate 

risk.

 

Please note that regional 

solutions are manifested in 

all Living Building Challenge 

projects due to a number of 

variables, including climate 

factors, building characteristics 

and community context.

community in a disaster, 

through the use of batteries, 

storage etc.

I01- Ecology of Place 

(Core Imperative):  

All projects must demonstrate 

that they contribute positively 

to the ecology of their place 

and restore or enhance the 

ecological performance of 

the site towards a healthy 

ecological baseline. 

2.4 For new activities and existing 

activities using newly built 

physical assets, the economic 

operator integrates the 

adaptation solutions that 

reduce the most important 

identified physical climate 

risks that are material to that 

activity at the time of design 

and construction and has 

implemented them before the 

start of operations.

See above Please provide additional 

documentation for LBC 4.0 

and Core:

• Adaptation solutions that 

reduce the identified physical 

climate risks.

2.5 The adaptation solutions 

implemented do not adversely 

affect the adaptation efforts 

or the level of resilience to 

physical climate risks of 

other people, nature, cultural 

heritage, assets and other 

economic activities; are 

consistent with local, sectoral, 

regional or national adaptation 

strategies and plans; and 

consider the use of nature-

based solutions or rely on blue 

or green infrastructure to the 

extent possible.

See above Please provide additional 

documentation for LBC 4.0 

and Core:

• Adaptation measures/ 

solutions should not adversely 

affect people, nature, assets 

be consistent with national 

adaptation strategies and 

plans; consider the use of 

nature-based solutions or rely 

on blue or green infrastructure 

to the extent possible.
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3.1 Where installed, except for 

installations in residential 

building units, the specified 

water use for the following 

water appliances are attested 

by product datasheets, a 

building certification or an 

existing product label in the 

Union, in accordance with the 

technical specifications laid 

down in Appendix E to this 

Annex:

(a) wash hand basin taps and 

kitchen taps have a maximum 

water flow of 6 litres/min;

(b) showers have a maximum 

water flow of 8 litres/min;

(c) WCs, including suites, 

bowls and flushing cisterns, 

have a full flush volume of 

a maximum of 6 litres and 

a maximum average flush 

volume of 3,5 litres;

(d) urinals use a maximum of 

2 litres/bowl/hour. Flushing 

urinals have a maximum full 

flush volume of 1 litre.

I05- Responsible Water Use 

(Core Imperative): 

All projects must not use 

potable water for irrigation, 

and must use less water for 

the project’s other needs than 

a baseline regional building of 

the same type at the following 

rates:

• New Building: 50%

• Existing Buildings and 

Interiors: 30%

 

I06- Net Positive Water:

All projects must supply 

one hundred percent of the 

project’s water needs through 

captured precipitation or 

other natural closed-loop 

water systems, and/or through 

recycling used project water, 

and all water must be purified 

as needed without the use of 

chemicals. No potable water 

may be used for non-potable 

uses. If captured precipitation 

is not adequate to supply the 

needs of the project after all 

possible efficiency measures 

are applied, connection to 

the municipal water system is 

allowed.

Core Imperative I05 and 

LBC 4.0 Imperative I06 use 

different approaches, but the 

alignment could be achieved 

for LBC 4.0 and Core if: 

• EU Taxonomy specifications 

are set as the reference 

baseline and

• 50% reduction is achieved

Please be aware that the 

LBC 4.0 and Core adopts a 

reference baseline table. To 

establish the baseline, project 

teams are encouraged to use 

the ILFI-provided data in Table 

5-1 but may also propose 

a project-specific baseline 

where established data from 

their region or site are more 

reflective of project conditions.

3.2 To avoid impact from the 

construction site, the activity 

complies with the following 

criteria (Appendix B):

Environmental degradation 

risks related to preserving 

water quality and avoiding 

water stress are identified and 

addressed with the aim of 

achieving good water status 

and good ecological potential  

as  defined  in  Article  2,  

points  (22)  and  (23),  of  

Regulation  (EU)  2020/852,  

in accordance  with  Directive  

2000/60/EC670  and  a  

water  use  and  protection  

management  plan, developed  

thereunder  for  the  potentially  

affected  water body  or  

bodies,  in  consultation  with 

relevant stakeholders.

Where an Environmental 

Impact Assessment is carried 

out in accordance with 

Directive 2011/92/EU and 

includes an assessment of the 

impact on water in accordance 

with Directive 2000/60/EC, 

no additional assessment of 

impact on water is required, 

provided the risks identified 

have been addressed.

I01- Ecology of Place 

(Core Imperative):  

All project teams must 

document site and community 

conditions prior to the start 

of work, including but not 

limited to identification of the 

project’s “reference habitat(s)”.

All projects must demonstrate 

that they contribute positively 

to the ecology of their place 

and restore or enhance the 

ecological performance of 

the site towards a healthy 

ecological baseline. On-site 

landscape must be designed 

to mature and evolve, and 

emulate the functionality 

of the reference habitat, as 

appropriate to the project’s 

Transect.

Core Imperative I01 is aligned 

with the EU Taxonomy.

The intent of this Imperative 

is to protect wild and 

ecologically significant places 

and encourage ecological 

regeneration and enhanced 

function of the communities 

and places where projects are 

built.

Please provide additional 

documentation for LBC 4.0 

and Core:

• Water use and protection 

management plan

3 DNSH Water 
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4.1 At least 70 % (by weight) 

of the non-hazardous 

construction and demolition 

waste (excluding naturally 

occurring material referred 

to in category 17 05 04 in 

the European List of Waste 

established by Decision 

2000/532/EC) generated 

on the construction site is 

prepared for reuse, recycling 

and other material recovery, 

including backfilling operations 

using waste to substitute other 

materials, in accordance with 

the waste hierarchy and the EU 

Construction and Demolition 

Waste Management Protocol.

I12- Responsible Materials 

(Core Imperative):  

The project must divert 80% 

of the construction waste 

material from the landfill 

and provide dedicated 

infrastructure for the 

collection of recyclables and 

compostable food scraps 

during occupancy.

 

I16- Net Positive Waste: 

All projects must divert waste 

material from the landfill to the 

following levels (by weight or 

volume) during construction:

• Metal; Paper and cardboard: 

99%

• Soil and biomass: 100%

• Rigid foam, carpet, and 

insulation: 95%

• All others – combined 

weighted average: 90%

• Demolition Waste: 80%

Core Imperative I12 and LBC 

4.0 Imperative I16 are aligned 

with the EU Taxonomy. 

The required waste diversion 

rate for Core Imperative I12 

and LBC 4.0 Imperative I16 

exceeds that specified in EU 

Taxonomy.

4.2 Operators limit waste 

generation in processes related 

to construction and demolition, 

in accordance with the EU 

Construction and Demolition 

Waste Management Protocol 

and taking into account best 

available techniques and using 

selective demolition to enable 

removal and safe handling of 

hazardous substances and 

facilitate reuse and high-

quality recycling by selective 

removal of materials, using 

available sorting systems for 

construction and demolition 

waste.

I16- Net Positive Waste: 

All projects must create 

a Materials Conservation 

Management Plan that 

explains how the project 

optimises materials in each of 

the following phases:

• Design Phase, including 

the consideration of 

deconstruction and 

appropriate durability in 

product specifications.

• Construction Phase, including 

product optimization and 

collection of waste materials 

for reuse or recycling.

• Operation Phase, including 

a collection plan for extra 

consumables and durables.

• End of Life Phase, including 

a plan for adaptable reuse and 

deconstruction.

LBC 4.0 Imperative I16 

would be aligned with the 

EU Taxonomy because it 

limits waste, but additional 

documents are needed to 

prove the techniques used.

 

Please provide additional 

documentation for LBC 4.0 

and Core:

 

• Specification/ declaration 

on the selective demolition 

and removal of materials using 

best techniques. 

Supplementary 

documentations are required 

to achieve the alignment of 

Core with the EU Taxonomy:

• Materials Conservation 

Management Plan that limits 

waste generation in processes 

related to construction and 

demolition.

4 DNSH Circular Economy 



28 29

4.3 Building designs and 

construction techniques 

support circularity and in 

particular demonstrate, with 

reference to ISO 20887 or 

other standards for assessing 

the disassembly or adaptability 

of buildings, how they are 

designed to be more resource 

efficient, adaptable, flexible 

and dismantlable to enable 

reuse and recycling.

I16- Net Positive Waste: 

All projects must create 

a Materials Conservation 

Management Plan that 

explains how the project 

optimises materials in each of 

the following phases:

• Design Phase, including 

the consideration of 

deconstruction and 

appropriate durability in 

product specifications.

• Construction Phase, including 

product optimization and 

collection of waste materials 

for reuse or recycling.

• Operation Phase, including 

a collection plan for extra 

consumables and durables.

• End of Life Phase, including 

a plan for adaptable reuse and 

deconstruction.

LBC 4.0 Imperative I16 is 

aligned with the EU Taxonomy.

 

LBC 4.0 doesn’t explicitly refer 

to this standard, but there 

is a clear reference to the 

Design for a disassembly and 

adaptability strategy.

 

This strategy should be 

provided and explained in 

the Materials Conservation 

Management Plan mentioned 

in the imperative.

 

Please provide documentation 

for Core:

• Building designs and 

construction techniques that 

support circularity by being 

designed to be more resource-

efficient, adaptable, flexible 

and dismantlable.

 The implementation of 

LBC 4.0 Imperative I16 as 

mentioned above could be 

used to achieve the alignment 

of Core with the EU Taxonomy. 

5.1 Building components 

and materials used in the 

construction comply with the 

criteria set out in Appendix C 

to this Annex.

I13- Red List: 

The intent of this Imperative 

is to foster a transparent 

materials economy free of 

toxins and harmful chemicals. 

All projects must avoid the 

following Red List chemical 

classes in 90% of the project’s 

new materials by cost.

 

I14- Responsible Sourcing:

All projects must contain two 

Declare labelled products 

per 200 sqm of gross 

building area, or project area, 

whichever is smaller, up to 

forty products, and advocate 

to all manufacturers that 

are not in Declare that they 

register their products in the 

Declare database.

LBC 4.0 Imperatives I13 and 

I14 are partially aligned. Please 

note that:

• The European version of 

Declare is also screening under 

SVHC and SIN List.

• The Red List represents the 

“worst in class” materials, 

chemicals, and elements 

known to pose serious risks to 

human health and the greater 

ecosystem that are prevalent 

in the building products 

industry.

 

In order to achieve the 

alignment for LBC 4.0 and 

Core, please use only products 

that are approved by the 

European construction laws 

and REACH regulation. 

 

5 DNSH Pollution  
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5.2 Building components 

and materials used in the 

construction that may come 

into contact with occupiers 

(Applying to paints and 

varnishes, ceiling tiles, floor 

coverings, including associated 

adhesives and sealants, 

internal insulation and interior 

surface treatments, such 

as those to treat damp and 

mould) emit less than 0,06 

mg of formaldehyde per m3 of 

material or component upon 

testing in accordance with the 

conditions specified in Annex 

XVII to Regulation (EC) No 

1907/2006 and less than 0,001 

mg of other categories 1A 

and 1B carcinogenic volatile 

organic compounds per m3 of 

material or component, upon 

testing in accordance with 

CEN/EN 16516 or ISO 16000-

3:2011 or other equivalent 

standardised test conditions 

and determination methods. 

(The emissions thresholds for 

carcinogenic volatile organic 

compounds relate to a 28-day 

test period)

I10- Healthy Interior 

Performance: 

To promote good indoor 

air quality performance, all 

projects must comply with 

the CDPH Standard Method 

v1.1-2010 (or international 

equivalent) for 90% of interior 

building products that have 

the potential to emit volatile 

organic compounds (VOCs).

 

I13- Red List: 

All projects must avoid the 

following Red List chemical 

classes in 90% of the project’s 

new materials by cost.

 

I14- Responsible Sourcing:

All projects must contain two 

Declare labelled products 

per 200 sqm of gross 

building area, or project area, 

whichever is smaller, up to 

forty products, and advocate 

to all manufacturers that 

are not in Declare that they 

register their products in the 

Declare database.

4.0 Imperatives I10, I13 and I14 

are partially aligned with the 

EU Taxonomy.

To be compliant, all projects 

certified under LBC 4.0 and 

Core must avoid the Red 

List chemical classes in 100% 

of the project’s building 

components and materials 

that come into contact with 

occupiers.

 

Please note that testing 

should follow testing protocols 

consistent with the EPA’s 

Compendium of Methods 

for the Determination of Air 

Pollutants in Indoor Air, ISO 

16000 series, or approved 

equivalent methods. Hence, 

Red List Testing according to 

ISO 16000 are also considered 

in LBC 4.0.

Please note that Declare 

labelled products are 

compliant with the EU 

Taxonomy.

5.3 Where the new construction 

is located on a potentially 

contaminated site (brownfield 

site), the site has been subject 

to an investigation for potential 

contaminants, for example 

using standard ISO 18400.

01- Ecology of Place: 

(Core Imperative):  

All project teams must 

document site and community 

conditions prior to the start 

of work, including but not 

limited to identification of the 

project’s “reference habitat(s).”

All projects must demonstrate 

that they contribute positively 

to the ecology of their place 

and restore or enhance the 

ecological performance of 

the site towards a healthy 

ecological baseline. On-site 

landscape must be designed 

to mature and evolve, and 

emulate the functionality 

of the reference habitat, as 

appropriate to the project’s 

Transect.

Core Imperative I01 is aligned 

with the EU Taxonomy.

For purposes of the 

Living Building Challenge, 

brownfields are contaminated 

and must be remediated, 

regardless of official 

designation.

5.4 Measures are taken to reduce 

noise, dust and pollutant 

emissions during construction 

or maintenance works.

Please provide evidence 

for LBC 4.0 and Core that 

measures are taken to reduce 

noise, dust and pollutant 

emissions during construction 

or maintenance works (for 

instance site reports, concepts, 

etc.)
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6.1 The activity complies with the 

criteria set out in Appendix D 

to this Annex:

An Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) or screening 

has been completed in 

accordance with Directive 

2011/92/EU. Where an EIA 

has been carried out, the 

required mitigation and 

compensation measures for 

protecting the environment 

are implemented. For sites/

operations located in or near 

biodiversity-sensitive areas 

(including the Natura 2000 

network of protected areas, 

UNESCO World Heritage sites 

and Key Biodiversity Areas, as 

well as other protected areas), 

an appropriate assessment, 

where applicable, has been 

conducted and based on its 

conclusions the necessary 

mitigation measures are 

implemented.

I01- Ecology of Place 

(Core Imperative):  

All project teams must 

document site and community 

conditions prior to the start 

of work, including but not 

limited to identification of the 

project’s “reference habitat(s).”

All projects must demonstrate 

that they contribute positively 

to the ecology of their place 

and restore or enhance the 

ecological performance of 

the site towards a healthy 

ecological baseline. On-site 

landscapes must be designed 

to mature and evolve, and 

emulate the functionality 

of the reference habitat, as 

appropriate to the project’s 

Transect.

Core Imperative I01 is aligned 

with the EU Taxonomy.

LBC 4.0 and Core goes much 

further.
1.1 The building renovation 

complies with the applicable 

requirements for major 

renovations (as set in the 

applicable national and 

regional building regulations 

for ‘major renovation’ 

implementing Directive 

2010/31/EU. The energy 

performance of the building 

or the renovated part that is 

upgraded meets cost-optimal 

minimum energy performance 

requirements in accordance 

with the respective directive.)

 Alternatively, it leads to a 

reduction of primary energy 

demand (PED) of at least 30%.

The 30 % improvement results 

from an actual reduction 

in primary energy demand 

(where the reductions in 

net primary energy demand 

through renewable energy 

sources are not taken into 

account) and can be achieved 

through a succession of 

measures within a maximum of 

three years.

I07- Energy + Carbon 

Reduction (Core Imperative):  

All projects must achieve 

a reduction in total net 

annual energy consumption 

(after accounting for on-

site renewable power), as 

compared to a typical existing 

building with comparable 

climate, size, use and 

occupancy (50% reduction 

from an equivalent building 

baseline.

Core Imperative I07 a uses a 

different approach:

The EU Taxonomy is based on 

the Primary Energy Demand 

(PED) as an indicator for 

the energy performance 

calculation of building; Core 

Imperative I07 sets the total 

net onsite annual energy 

consumption as the basis for 

measurements.

 

• EU Taxonomy

Primary Energy Demand: 30% 

reduction in comparison of the 

building before renovation.

• Core Imperative I07 

Onsite Energy Consumption: 

50% reduction from an 

equivalent building baseline 

(after accounting for on-site 

renewable power).

Please provide additional 

documentation for LBC 4.0 

and Core:  

• Energy Performance 

Certificates (EPCs) and 

calculation that shows at least 

a 30 % improvement of the 

PED.

Please be aware that the initial 

Primary Energy Demand and 

the estimated improvement is 

based on a detailed building 

survey, an energy audit 

conducted by an accredited 

independent expert or 

any other transparent and 

proportionate method and

6.2 The new construction is not 

built on one of the following:

a. arable land and crop land 

with a moderate to high level 

of soil fertility and below 

ground biodiversity as referred 

to the EU LUCAS survey;

b. greenfield land of 

recognised high biodiversity 

value and land that serves as 

habitat of endangered species 

(flora and fauna) listed on the 

European Red List or the IUCN 

Red List;

c. land matching the definition 

of forest as set out in national 

law used in the national 

greenhouse gas inventory, 

or where not available, is in 

accordance with the FAO 

definition of forest.

I01- Ecology of Place 

(Core Imperative):  

All projects must avoid 

building on pristine 

greenfields, wilderness, prime 

farmland or in a floodplain 

unless they meet an exception. 

Projects must preserve 

thriving vibrant ecological 

environments and habitats.

Core Imperative I01 is aligned 

with the EU Taxonomy.

The specific list of prohibited 

locations in LBC 4.0 and 

Core is a bit different but 

comparable e.g., forest with 

wilderness, greenfield land etc. 

= pristine greenfield, 

crop land = prime farmland, 

etc.

6 DNSH Biodiversity

1 Substantial Contributing to climate mitigation

Nr. Technical Screening 
Criteria (TSC)
Renovation of existing 
buildings

LBC 4.0 Petal 
Handbooks 
[January 2022]

Alignment
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validated through an Energy 

Performance Certificate (EPC).

• Alternative: Proof of 

compliance with the 

applicable requirements for 

major renovations as set in the 

Directive 2010/31/EU

1.2 For buildings built after 31 

December 2020, the building 

meets the criteria specified 

in the Section 1 of the 

construction of new building 

(Substantial Contributing to 

climate 1.1-1.3) that are relevant 

at the time of the acquisition.

Similar to the construction of 

new buildings: Section 1.1-1.3

Similar to the construction of 

new buildings: Section 1.1-1.3

2 DNSH Climate Change Adaptation 
Similar to the construction of new buildings.

3 DNSH Water
Similar to the construction of new buildings. 3.2 (N/A)

4 DNSH Circular Economy
Similar to the construction of new buildings.

5 DNSH Pollution 
Similar to the construction of new buildings.
5.2 Building components and materials used in the building renovation instead 
of construction. 
5.3 (N/A)

6 DNSH Biodiversity (N/A)

1.1 For buildings built before 31 

December 2020, the building 

has at least an Energy 

Performance Certificate (EPC) 

class A.

As an alternative, the building 

is within the top 15% of the 

national or regional building 

stock expressed as operational 

Primary Energy Demand 

(PED) and demonstrated 

by adequate evidence, 

which at least compares the 

performance of the relevant 

asset to the performance of 

the national or regional stock 

built before 31 December 2020 

and at least distinguishes 

between residential and non-

residential buildings.

I07- Energy + Carbon 

Reduction (Core Imperative):  

New or Existing Building 

projects must demonstrate 

a 20% reduction in the 

embodied carbon of primary 

materials compared to an 

equivalent baseline. Existing 

Buildings may count in-situ 

materials against the required 

twenty percent.

I08- Net Positive Carbon: 

All projects must supply one 

hundred and five percent of 

their project’s energy needs 

through on-site renewable 

energy on a net annual basis, 

without the use of combustion.

Note that compliance with the 

energy efficiency requirements 

of Core Imperative I07 is also 

required.

Core Imperative I07 and LBC 

4.0 Imperative I08 use a 

different approach.

LBC 4.0 is one of the most 

ambitious regenerative 

building certifications and 

most rigorous performance 

standards in the industry. It 

is important to mention that 

this criterion will be highly 

achieved due to the fact that 

a project pursuing LBC 4.0 

will undergo a reduction of its 

energy demand and supply 

105% of its energy needs 

through renewable energy.

To achieve alignment of LBC 

4.0 and Core with the EU 

Taxonomy, please provide the 

following documentation: 

• Energy Performance 

Certificate (EPC) class A 

• Alternative: Primary Energy 

Demand results within the top 

15% of the national or regional 

building stock.

1 Substantial Contributing to climate mitigation

Nr. Technical Screening 
Criteria (TSC)
Acquisition and 
ownership of buildings

LBC 4.0 Petal 
Handbooks 
[January 2022]

Alignment
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1.3 Where the building is a large 

non-residential building (with 

an effective rated output for 

heating systems, systems for 

combined space heating and 

ventilation, air-conditioning 

systems or systems for 

combined air-conditioning 

and ventilation of over 290 

kW) it is efficiently operated 

through energy performance 

monitoring and assessment.

To achieve alignment of LBC 

4.0 and Core with the EU 

Taxonomy, please provide 

proof of the implementation 

of an energy performance 

monitoring and assessment/ 

management.

This can be demonstrated, for 

example, through the presence 

of an Energy Performance 

Contract or a building 

automation and control 

system in accordance with 

Article 14 (4) and Article 15 

(4), of Directive 2010/31/EU.

2 DNSH Climate Change Adaptation 
Similar to the construction of new buildings.

3 DNSH Water (N/A)

4 DNSH Circular Economy (N/A)

5 DNSH Pollution (N/A)

6 DNSH Biodiversity (N/A)
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The EU Commission has shown determination with the National Recovery & 

Resilience plans for its member states to transition towards a climate neutral 

economy through specific economic activities and to encourage investments 

towards “Low Carbon” solutions.

The Living Building Challenge (LBC) is a certification program, advocacy tool, 

and philosophy defining the most advanced measure of sustainability in the 

built environment today. As a certification program, it addresses all buildings 

at all scales and is an inclusive tool for transformative design. Whether 

the project is a single building, a renovation, an infrastructure project, or a 

park, the Living Building Challenge (LBC) provides a framework for design, 

construction, and improvement of the symbiotic relationships between 

people and all aspects of the built and natural environment.

In conclusion, as it was mentioned earlier in this report, this document shows 

areas of aligned requirements between the EU Taxonomy and the LBC 4.0 

and Core. It also highlights areas of requirements where substantiation is 

specific and driven by EU Taxonomy. LBC 4.0 allows flexibility to project 

teams, it sets the upper and lower boundaries of truly regenerative projects. 

LBC 4.0 and Core use a holistic approach and are proof driven. Projects are 

certified after being monitored for at least 12-consecutive months, at full 

occupancy operations.

We are sharing with you our first thoughts on EU Taxonomy and how LBC 

4.0 and Core can align this. LFE and its TAG Group will continue to pay close 

attention to the EU Taxonomy and its updates to guide your projects and 

future investments. It is hoped that as the EU Taxonomy requirements will 

continue to adopt and evolve, this report will do too. 

LBC as a path to the EU Taxonomy

TSC - Technical Screening Criteria

DNSH - Do No Significant Harm

PED - Primary Energy Demand

LBC - Living Building Challenge

LFE - Living Future Europe

ILFI - International Living Future Institute.

Glossary

Living Building Challenge 4.0 Basics | Living-Future.org

LIVING BUILDING CHALLENGE – Living Future Europe (living-future.eu)

EU Taxonomy Compass | European Commission (europa.eu)

Delivering on the UN Sustainable Development Goals | Trim Tab 

(living-future.org)

Taxonomy: Final report of the Technical Expert Group on Sustainable Finance

Taxonomy Report: Technical Annex - Updated methodology & Updated 

Technical Screening Criteria

EU Taxonomy & Platform - Outreach
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